
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 75 

four comers of the subject, but has shown himself possessed, withal, of an 
unwearied diligence in laborious painstaking, combined with a happy 
faculty of extracting the vital point of a complicated discussion, and of 
turning the brightest facets of his diamonds towards us. If the man 
deserves well of his country who makes two blades of grass grow where 
there was but one before, signal is his merit who arranges, classifies, 
and reduces a great subject, and thereby diminishes so vastly the labor 
of acquirement in the ever widening and ever overburdening field of 
learning. 

Augustus C. Meeeiam. 



TiEYNS : The Prehistoric Palace of the Kings of Tiryns, the Eesults 
of the latest Excavations, by De. Heney Schliemakn, Hon. 
D. C. L. Oxon., &c., &c., &c. The Preface by Peofessoe F. 
Adlee, and Contributions by De. Wm. Doepfeld. New York, 
Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1886 : pp. lxiv-385, twenty-seven plates, 
a map and panoramic view, and 178 cuts in text. 

This interesting book has been brought out with exceeding promptness. 
The "latest excavations" described in it are those of 1885, from the 
middle of April until the middle of June : that is to say, that no maga- 
zine article, with illustrations, was ever prepared and put through the 
press more quickly than these final chapters. The natural result is, that 
the book is a series of reports rather than a treatise. We are told of 
interesting finds in the spring of 1884, and of others in the spring of 1885. 
The pottery and other moveables are well described, the earlier found by 
Dr. Schliemann, the others by Dr. Ernst Fabricius; but these are 
detached papers. The remains of buildings, as explored in 1884, are 
taken to mean that which it was quite clear in 1885 that they did not 
mean ; Dr. Dorpfeld in the frankest manner leaving his first statement 
standing with his later views to contradict it, for all the world as if pub- 
lished in successive numbers of a review. We have, then, the curious 
result that the big and costly book does not contain the definitive discus- 
sion, nor even the complete and final account, of the discoveries at Tirjms ; 
and that for these we must look to the review articles of the future, since 
another book upon the subject is hardly to be hoped for, — at least from 
Dr. Schliemann and his coadjutors. 

Professor Adler's preface is of fifty-four solid pages, and contains a very 
interesting summing up of the discoveries, and especially of the remains 
of buildings, — but only as they were revealed to him by the inadequate 
excavations of 1884. This, however, is an extremely intelligent analysis 
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aud comparison of fortress with fortress, Mykenai and "Troy" with 
Tiryns, and is full of suggestion. It appears, too, that the author foresaw 
the important discovery of the free use of clay mortar in the " cyclopean " 
walls of Tiryns, and was of opinion (page xi) that " all so-called cyclo- 
pean walls " would be found to have " a strong mortar of loam or potter's 
clay . . . used as bedding material . . . but dried up afterwards . . . 
and washed away." This preface is well worth study. Dr. Schliemann 
next takes 176 pages to describe, in the first chapter, the excavations in 
general, with chat about the country and the people, the daily habits of 
the exploring party, and their bill of fare, including resinata, which they 
seem to have liked ; in the second chapter, the topography of the country, 
and the history and conjectural history of Tiryns ; in the third chapter, 
the vessels and utensils of pottery and hard-stone (for there were none of 
metal, and almost none of glass or bone) found in the exploration of the 
" oldest settlement " on the Tiryns akropolis ; and, in the fourth chapter, 
the far more numerous remains found in the dibris of the later buildings. 
The pottery found here is of very great interest, and is well described in 
the text and well illustrated by colored plates and numerous wood- cuts. 
But, besides pottery and certain rough utensils in different stones, there 
is little. The pieces of bronze found were few and not very important, 
and there is just one piece of gold, one of silver, and one of iron, in all 
the Tiryns collection. With this chapter ends Dr. Schliemann's own part 
of the book, and the reader is left with the impression, that he has made 
the best use of very limited resources ; that the work at Tiryns has only 
been begun, and that more is left than has yet seen the light: while, 
on the other hand. Dr. Schliemann's extensive knowledge of archaic pot- 
tery has enabled him to fill up the somewhat meagre list of new discov- 
eries with interesting comparisons and analyses. 

The rest of the book — just half — is made up chiefly of Dr. Dorpfeld's 
two important and careful chapters: first, the buildings of Tiryns as 
explored in 1884; and, second, the farther discoveries of 1885. The 
importance of these discoveries will hardly be denied. The distribution 
of the many courts, rooms and stairways is generally unmistakeable ; the 
positions of altars and sacrificial pits and the hearths in the great rooms, 
are generally satisfactorily ascertained. But there exists no wall which is 
more than a metre in height, and therefore there is no trace of windows ; 
nor, in the debris, is there any indication of what the roofe were like ; and 
it seems to be from external evidence that our authors decide for flat clay 
roofe, like some of modern times. Most important of all would be, if we 
could but obtain it, some trace of the former defensive dispositions of the 
outer walls. Dr. Dorpfeld seems hardly to be aware of the immense 
interest of this enquiry. Of early Grecian defensive warfare the wildest 
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nonsense has been talked, nor can any one pronounce upon it with any 
authority. Even a few roughly shaped stones, found at the foot of the 
outer walls of Tiryns, might begin a new investigation into this unsettled 
question. 

On the whole,' the most important discoveries recorded in this book are 
the wall-paintings on plaster, and the floors of concrete mosaic in pat- 
terns ; these, and the already mentioned and indisputable gain made in 
the discovery of the free and general use of mortar in these rough walls. 
These discoveries are worth all they have cost ; and this book probably 
does full justice to the designs of floor and wall decoration. Otherwise, 
we leave the book with the feeling that it was made too hastily and 
brought out too soon. Our hopes of getting finally from Tiryns all that 
can be got must depend upon the care the Greek government will take 
of the now exposed remains, until a more patient and complete examina- 
tion of them can be made. 

Russell Stueqis. 



Unediete eomische Fundbeeichte aus italianisehen Archiven 
und Bibliotheken veroffentlicht von Theodoe Scheeibee. 8vo, 
pp. 80. Leipzig, 1885 [Aus den Berichten d. K. Sachs. Gesell. 
d. Wissenschaften, Phil.-hist. Classe 1885]. 

For a number of years an important share in the formation of the 
C. I. L. has been taken by the MS. collections of inscriptions made at 
various times by lovers of archax)logy and antiquities ; collections of 
which we find examples in the earliest Middle Ages and in Carlovingian 
times, and from that period in a continuous array up to the great anti- 
quarians of the early and late Renaissance. These collections, made 
generally by travellers, were lying, unknown or forgotten, on the shelves 
of libraries ; but are now studied and edited with the greatest care. To 
Comm. de Rossi we owe the opening of this new and fruitful field of 
research, of which he has also thoroughly availed himself for his Corpus 
of early-Christian inscriptions. 

At almost the same time another interesting branch of research was 
begun : the study of MS. descriptions of antiquities found and collected 
during the preceding three or four centuries, especially in Italy. This 
study has been developed on two lines ; the first, and perhaps the more 
important, being the inventories of the classic antiquities forming the 
collections of distinguished patrons of art of the xv, xvi and xvii cen- 
turies, a truly inexhaustible mine of riches. This study has not merely 
a retrospective value : it often enables archaeologists to detect and trace 



